
south on Sylvester, and then headed 
off to Quirk Ridge to re-live a previous 
independent group night ride into the 
area.   They then headed east on 
Fisher Trail to the lunch site in the SE 
corner of the FLUZ, which is where 
Fish Creek Trail East turns and heads 
north.  They had encountered high 
winds on Quirk Ridge, and had to 
break trail in several areas, using ag-
gressive riding techniques.  The deep 
snow in some of the valleys proved 
challenging for three Hondaôs in the 
group due to lower ground clearance 
typical of these machines.  Ken Run-
ions (Fst_Fwd) and his amazing quad-
ding dog, Taffy, joined the intermedi-
ate group at the base of Quirk Moun-
tain.  Four riders successfully climbed 
to the top of Quirk Mountain. 

The other intermediate group encoun-
tered some wild horses which were not 
keen to move off the trail to make way 
for the quads, thus resulting in an 
unscheduled trail detour through a 
tight tree run over to Quirk Ridge.  
John Power entertained the group 

   Fifty enthusiastic CQS mem-
bers, riding on 40 quads gathered 
at the McLean Creek staging area 
at 10:00 a.m. on March 14 2009, 
ready to enjoy what promised to 
be a fine, warm, sunny day.  The 
quadders were split into the three 
groups ï family, and two interme-
diate groups. 

 

The family group, led by Kevin 
Fex (Skiboat) with Colin Sawatsky 
as tailgunner, set out with 15 
other quads down McLean Trail 
to Shortcut Trail, then headed 
east and south on Fish Creek 
East, on a leisurely ride with sev-
eral stops to enjoy the forest and 
pond scenery along the way.  The 
trail was well defined, and a per-
son had to make a real effort to 
get stuck by going off trail.   John 
managed to do just that and was 
pulled out of the drifted area by 
Kevin with his ñTiger Tailò rear 
mounted retractable tow rope. 

 

I was riding my spanking new 
Yamaha 550 EPS wearing its 
Midnight Armour Red snakeskin 
paint.  I had to endure some good 
natured teasing about the mud 
spots that soon covered the ma-
chine, but I am happy to say that, 
thanks to v bar chains and the 
high clearance on this machine, I 

did not get stuck during the deep 
snow trials.  My new machine 
passed its first real run with flying 
colors, you might say. 

 

Near the end of Fish Creek East, 
adjacent to a steep hill, the family 
group started a bonfire and en-
joyed a wiener roast. Supplies, 
donated by Don McKay (Rocky 
Developments), were brought in 
on a Rhino courtesy of  Meagann 
Hunter, Special Events Coordina-
tor for Blackfoot Motorsports.  
Meagann also had free hats for 
all. Another Rhino in the group 
was driven by the owner of 
Xtreme ATV Adventures (http://
www.xtremeatvadventures.com) 
and several of us enjoyed listening 
to the ambitious plans of his new 
enterprise.  The weather, which 
had been about zero and some-
what windy on our ride to the 
lunch site, turned sunny, calm, 
and plus 10 as we enjoyed lunch. 

 

About an hour after the arrival of 
the family group, the first of the 
intermediate riders arrived.  Led 
by Todd Lamond (Toadman) and 
Bob Micholuk (Mudbob) with 
Alex Boyce (Brit) and Todd 
Davidson (HuskyTodd) as tailgun-
ners, they had gone west from the 
staging area on Elbow Trail, then 

50 CQS Members Enjoy Early Spring Break at McLean Creek 

by Ron Edwards RedRon Calgary ATV Riders Member 

C A L G A R Y  A T V  R I D E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N 
Volume 1 Issue 4  

Club Talk 
Newsletter of the Calgary ATV Riders 

Association  
 

         Inside:  

 Year in Review  2 

McLean Creek Poker 
Rally 

4 

Year in review Chris-
tine 

5 

  

Request for some open 
positions 

5 

Spot Review by Ron 
Edwards 

6-7 

2010 Ride Schedule 8 

CARA Membership 

Renewal and Drive 

8 

  

  

  

  

Ken Runions Breaking Trail 

Jan 2010 

http://www.xtremeatvadventures.com/
http://www.xtremeatvadventures.com/


 

with a tailstand while attempting 
an icy hill climb and Grizzly Bill 
did the ceremonial skid plate in-
spection near Gun Hill. 

 

After lunch, the Family group 
made its way back in warm spring 
sunshine along Fish Creek East, 
then west and north to Elbow 
River Trail.  One Intermediate 
group returned via Valley Trail 
and the Gravel Pit where Tina 
Gauthier (MuddyGirl) entertained 
the group with high speed donuts 
on ice.  The other intermediate 
group completed the east loop 
along Fisher Trail East to Priddis 
Creek Trail East and back to the 
staging area. 

50 CARA Members Enjoy Early Spring Break at McLean Creek 
Continued    by RedRon é Continued from page 1 

Year in Review éé.By Don McKay 

Cow Lake without having the last 
2 km of Mud and being stuck, I 
know some of you really liked the 
last 2 km but I think that there 
are more that didnôt like it. 

We also did a lot of trail improve-
ments in the Fallen Timber area 
and west to Angel Camp.  There 
were some major trail washouts 
in this area and these were re-
paired. 

 

We had quite a few bridges in-
stalled in the Waiparous area. 
Again SRD had a helicopter fly in 
the bridge packages and volun-
teers came in and put them to-
gether. I would like to Thank 
Garry Salekin for his unending 
commitment to getting these 
projects completed. In his free 
time he was out with the crews, 
be it the contractor with the cats 

or out with the volunteers build-
ing bridges. 

 

On the social side we did have 
some great events. Starting with 
the early Family Day event at the 
Ghost Airstrip. We had approxi-
mately 40 people show up for a 
ride and a potluck lunch. There 
were Smokies and lots of great 
food. The temperature was a bit 
on the chilly side and there were 
a few adventures. 

The next event was a cookout in 
McLean Creek which Ron Ed-
wards has a write up on and in-
cluded in this newsletter. 

We then had a very successful 
Poker Rally in the McLean Creek 
Area with around 50 quads par-
ticipating. 

 

Next up was the May Long week-

2009 saw some major changes in 
the local Calgary club. In April we 
did an official name change from 
Calgary Quad Squad to Calgary 
ATV Riders Association. The 
main Reason for this was for grant 
funding for our trail system. We 
would apply for grants and then 
get ( But the Quad Squad already 
received a grant ) and get turned 
down. 

Speaking of Grant funding we did 
receive a huge NTC National 
Trails Coalition grant for the 
Ghost Waiparous area. We re-
ceived $196,000.00 for trail main-
tenance and 40 km of multi use 
trails were repaired. For this we 
hired a Contractor with a cat and a 
track hoe. They spent most of 
August and September working on 
the Trails. We now have a decent 
trail and a loop from the Ghost 
Airstrip. Plus you can now get to 

A big thanks to 
ATVFrontier.com for 
allowing the CARA 
to use their Calgary 
ATV Riders forum  

as a great 
communication tool 
for the clubôs 

activities.  

ATVFrontier is a 
great source of ATV 
related information, 

stories and chats. 
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Having Lunch South East 

corner McLean Creek 

Tread lightly and be a  responsible rider!  

 

Todd Davidsonôs (HuskyTodd) 
excellent photographic record of 
the intermediate trip is available 
at http://
picasaweb.google.ca/
husky-
todd/20090314McLeanCr
eek# 

 
It was the kind of day that 
makes a person feel great to be 
alive in this fine province and to 
be able to enjoy such great ca-
maraderie, scenery, and adven-
ture, only an hour from Calgary. 
 

Taffy The Quad Dog 

Quads Ho 

Thumbs Up From MudBob 

Stuck On Quirk Ridge 
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